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under the Act, in an amount not to exceed 
$24 million from the United States Emer-
gency Refugee and Migration Assistance 
Fund, for the purpose of meeting unex-
pected and urgent refugee and migration 
needs, including contributions to inter-
national, governmental, and nongovern-
mental organizations, and payment of admin-
istrative expenses of the Bureau of Popu-
lation, Refugees, and Migration of the De-
partment of State, related to: humanitarian 
needs resulting from conflicts in Iraq, Leb-
anon, and Sri Lanka. 

(2) I hereby assign to you the functions 
of the President in relation to this memo-
randum under section 2(d) of the Act, and 
of establishing terms and conditions under 
section 2(c)(1) of the Act, and you my further 
assign such functions to any of your subordi-
nates. 

You are authorized and directed to publish 
this memorandum in the Federal Register. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., September 14, 2007] 

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 10, and 
it was published in the Federal Register on Sep-
tember 17. This memorandum is printed as re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
the Office of the Executive Clerk. 

Memorandum on Assignment of 
Reporting Functions Relating to the 
Information Sharing Environment 
September 8, 2007 

Memorandum for the Secretary of State, the 
Secretary of Defense, the Attorney General, 
the Secretary of Energy, the Secretary of 
Homeland Security, and the Director of 
National Intelligence 

Subject: Assignment of Reporting Functions 
Relating to the Information Sharing 
Environment 

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, including section 301 of title 3, United 
States Code, the reporting functions of the 
President under subsections (h) and (j) of 

section 1016 of the Intelligence Reform and 
Terrorism Prevention Act of 2004 (Public 
Law 108–458), as amended by the Imple-
menting Recommendations of the 9/11 Com-
mission Act of 2007 (Public Law 110–53) 
(IRTPA), are hereby assigned to the Director 
of National Intelligence (Director). The Di-
rector shall consult the Secretaries of State, 
Defense, Energy, Homeland Security, and 
the Attorney General in performing such 
functions. 

Heads of departments and agencies shall, 
to the extent permitted by law, furnish to 
the Director information that the Director 
requests to perform such functions, in the 
format and on the schedule specified by the 
Director. 

The Director shall perform such functions 
in a manner consistent with the President’s 
constitutional authority to withhold informa-
tion the disclosure of which could impair for-
eign relations, national security, the delibera-
tive processes of the Executive, and the per-
formance of the Executive’s constitutional 
duties. 

Any reference in this memorandum to the 
provision of IRTPA shall be deemed to in-
clude references to any hereafter-enacted 
provision of law that is the same or substan-
tially the same as such provision. 

The Director is authorized and directed 
to publish this memorandum in the Federal 
Register. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:52 a.m., September 11, 2007] 

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 10, and 
it was published in the Federal Register on Sep-
tember 12. 

Remarks at a Swearing-In Ceremony 
for James A. Nussle as Director of the 
Office of Management and Budget 
September 10, 2007 

Thank you all. Please be seated. Thank you 
for joining us as I welcome the new Director 
of the Office of Management and Budget, 
Jim Nussle. I congratulate Jim. I thank him 
for agreeing to serve. 
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Public service is a family commitment. 
And I want to thank Karen, Sarah, and Mark 
and all the members of Jim’s family for sup-
porting him as he takes on this important 
duty. 

I appreciate the Vice President being here 
to swear in the newest member of the Cabi-
net. I appreciate the members of my Cabinet 
for joining us. Thank you all for taking time 
out of your busy schedules to be here. I know 
Jim appreciates it. 

I appreciate Paul Ryan, a Member of the 
House of Congress—a Member of Congress 
from Wisconsin and the ranking member of 
the House Budget Committee. He’s here be-
cause he understands that the man I picked 
to run the OMB knows what he’s doing. 

The Director of OMB is one of the most 
important jobs in Government. It’s a vital as-
signment. I picked a man who knows how 
to count—[laughter]—and knows how to 
work with Congress to get the job done. 

This Agency oversees the broad range of 
operations essential to the day-to-day oper-
ations of the Federal Government. It re-
quires a leader who believes in the people, 
who cares about the people of the United 
States. Jim is such a person. It also requires 
a leader who knows how to keep taxes low, 
because that’s what we intend to do. 

When it came time to search for a new 
OMB Director, it wasn’t hard to find in Jim 
Nussle the kind of person I was looking for: 
somebody who can get a tough job done, and 
somebody who has a solid record of fiscal 
restraint. For 6 years, Jim served as chairman 
of the Budget Committee in the House of 
Representatives. He accomplished his tasks 
with a lot of skill. He was able to work with 
people from both parties and with the admin-
istration, I might add, handling the tough job. 
He understands that the Federal dollars 
don’t come out of thin air. In other words, 
when we spend money up here, we’re spend-
ing the people’s money. He understands 
every dollar spent in Washington is a dollar 
that cannot be used by a small-business 
owner or a farmer or the families trying to 
save for their children’s future. 

It’s our responsibility to ensure that we run 
our Government wisely and to spend the 
people’s money wisely. Jim Nussle under-
stands that. He also understands that cutting 

taxes has helped our economy grow. We’ve 
overcome some tough times in America. 
When you lower taxes in the face of a reces-
sion or uncertainty, it enables people to have 
more money to spend, save, or invest. And 
the tax cuts that we passed have worked. The 
economy is—grew at over 3 percent the last 
quarter. Our national unemployment rate is 
4.6 percent. Inflation is low. The best way 
to make sure our growth continues is not to 
raise the taxes on the people. 

So we’ve submitted a budget that keeps 
taxes low and will enable us to achieve bal-
ance by 2012. And Jim Nussle understands 
this is a realistic budget. And I look forward 
to working with him to get our budgets 
passed through the United States Congress. 
I understand it’s going to be tough work, Jim, 
because people up there want to raise taxes. 
We can’t let them do so for the sake of our 
families, for the sake of economic vitality. 

I appreciate very much the fact that he 
knows what I know, that the OMB has got 
some highly professional, hard-working peo-
ple who are serving the country. And I thank 
the good folks who work at the Office of 
Management and Budget. I thank you for 
your service to the country. I’m looking for-
ward to you getting to know Jim Nussle. He, 
like me, will appreciate what you’re doing 
for the United States. 

And so, Jim, I congratulate you on assum-
ing this important position. I appreciate your 
family supporting you. And now I ask the 
Vice President to swear you in. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:11 p.m. in Room 
450 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Executive Of-
fice Building. The transcript released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also included the re-
marks of Director Nussle. 

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With 
Congressional Leaders 
September 11, 2007 

I thank the leadership of the Congress for 
joining us here to discuss the testimonies de-
livered by General Petraeus and Ambassador 
Crocker. For some, this isn’t the first mo-
ment they’ve been in the White House today, 
and I want to thank the leaders for joining 
Laura and me and the Vice President and 
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